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Early Childhood & Assistive Technology: Tips
& Tools to Support Young Children
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Stacey Hauser
Assistive Technology Education Specialist – Statewide
• Education: Master’s Degree - Early Childhood SPED/Counseling
• Work Experience: 14+ years experience in disability field working across the
lifespan including as an ATP Assistive Technology Specialist, Early Intervention
Services Coordinator, and as a VR Counselor & Placement Specialist
• 10+ years working as a Preschool Teacher & School-Age Teacher in a busy before
and after school program.
• 10+ years in the Case Management Field (medical, community based, job creation)
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Kim Bowen
Assistive Technology Education Specialist – Statewide
• Education: Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work
• Work Experience: 25+ years working with children and families including
childcare management services, case supervision to children involved in the
Juvenile Justice System, and family support and IFSP management as an EDN
Services Coordinator for children birth to 3
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Agenda
• Video: Food for Thought…. Shelley Moore: Transforming Inclusive Education
• What is Assistive Technology (AT)
• Activity: Elevator Pitch
• Why is AT Important for Young Children
• The AT Process & AT Consideration in the IFSP/IEP
• Resource: AT Parent Support Guide for Part C (0-3) Services
• AT Categories & the AT Continuum
• AT Support Examples for Young Children
• Activity – Where’s the AT?
• Access to AT Services & Supports in Nebraska
• Resources – Let’s Check Some Out!!
• Questions & Evaluation
• Let’s Have Some Fun – Make & Take Time!!
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What is Assistive Technology (AT)?
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AT within Special Education
Each public agency must ensure that assistive technology
devices or assistive technology services, or both, as those
terms are defined in §§300.5 and 300.6, respectively, are
made available to a child with a disability if required as a
part of the child’s—
• (1) Special education under §300.39;
• (2) Related services under §300.34; or
• (3) Supplementary aids and services under §§300.42 and
300.114(a)(2)(ii).
(34 C.F.R. § 300.105)
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ACTIVITY
Give Us Your
Best Elevator
Pitch!

This Photo by Unknow n Author is licensed under CC BY-N D
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Directions
1. Pair up with the person to your left.
2. If you don’t know them, take 30 seconds to introduce yourself
(Name, title, where you work)
3. You will have 5 minutes to create a 30 second elevator pitch with your
partner. You will be answering the question below and sharing what you and
your partner came up with.
**Definition of an Elevator Speech: An elevator pitch, elevator speech, or elevator statement is a short description of an idea, product, or
company that explains the concept in a way such that any listener can understand it in a short period of time. – Wikipedia

What is Assistive Technology?
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Assistive Technology Device
Assistive technology device means any item,
piece of equipment, or product system,
whether acquired commercially off the shelf,
modified, or customized, that is used to
increase, maintain, or improve the functional
capabilities of a child with a disability.…
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(1))
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Assistive Technology Services
• Assistive technology service means any service that directly assists a child
with a disability in the selection, acquisition, and use of an assistive
technology device. The term includes—

• (a) The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability, including afunctional
evaluation of the child in the child’s customary environment;
• (b)Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive
technology devices by children with disabilities;
• (c)Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, retaining,
repairing, or replacing assistive technology devices;
• (d)Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive
technology devices, such as those associated with existing education and
rehabilitation plans and programs;
• (e)Training or technical assistance for a child with a disability or, if appropriate,
that child’s family; and
• (f) Training or technical assistance for professionals(including individuals providing
education or rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who provide
services to, employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the major life
functions of that child. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(2))
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Correcting Common Misperceptions

AT is not a
silver bullet
or a magical
pill.

AT may be
either shortterm or longterm.

AT is related
to the
functional
needs of the
student; not
the condition
or diagnosis.
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Limitation

Surgically
Implanted
Devices
This Photo by Unknow n Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Therefore – Assistive Technology Is
Anything But It
Depends on the
Purpose for which
It is Used
Allows a Student
to Do a Task
he/she could not
otherwise do

A Compensatory
Intervention

A Tool or System
of Tools

Used by a Student
with a Disability

Determined to be
Necessary for a
Student to Achieve
FAPE
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Why is Assistive Technology Important
for Young Children
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AT for Young Children
Assistive devices and services can be of great value in providing infants
and young children with disabilities opportunities to learn and interact with
their environment in ways that might not otherwise be possible. For
example, assistive technology can help a child to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

bridge the child or student’s abilities with the expectations of the activity
participate more actively in family, school and community activities
play successfully with toys and other children
communicate his or her needs and ideas
make choices
move independently
help a child or student “do”, participate, build capacity, & engage in the
world around them.

The ECTA Center (2020). Retrieved from https://ectacenter.org/topics/atech/atech.asp
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OSEP – Office of Special Education Programs
OSEP Part C Clarification Birth to Age 3
“AT must serve a developmental purpose” by supporting the child’s
ability to participate in everyday activities.”
OSEP Part B (619) Age 3 to 21
“AT must support developmental or learning outcomes…”
(not medical purpose or implanted)
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AT for Young Children
The Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers (Part C of IDEA)
• states that assistive technology must be provided in natural
environments, to the maximum extent appropriate, for children from
birth to age three (34CFR§ 303.13(a)(8)). Such environments might
include, for example, the child's home, childcare program or other
community settings in which children without disabilities participate.
The Preschool Grants Program (Section 619 under Part B of IDEA)
• states that services are to be provided to children aged 3-5 in the least
restrictive environment (LRE) possible (34CFR§ 300.114). This means that
to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities should be
educated with their typically developing peers.
The ECTA Center (2020). Retrieved from https://ectacenter.org/topics/atech/atech.asp
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The AT Process & AT Consideration in the
IFSP/IEP
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AT Process

AT Consideration

AT Assessment
and Progress
Monitoring

Evaluation of AT
Needs

Provision of AT

AT
Implementation

19

Assistive Technology in the IFSP/IEP
Based on the team’s discussion (school staff, parents,
services coordinators, and other’s) of outcomes,
documentation of assistive technology in the IFSP/IEP will
be dependent upon the unique needs of the
child/student. While there are no specific requirements
as to where AT must be addressed, there are common
places that it appears.
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Family's Concerns and Desired Priorities
Child's Present Levels of Development

AT in
the IFSP

Outcomes
Services
IFSP Transition Plan

21

E.g., Seated in her
adaptive chair with tray,
Jocelyn will explore her
toys for 10 minutes by
herself.
E.g., Jocelyn will activate
simple cause and effect
toys, which are secured to
her tray, using push
buttons, pull levers,
swiping, and switches.

Services

“We want Jocelyn to be
able to play for a while
without our help so that
she becomes more
independent.”

Goals

Family Stated Goals

IFSP and AT - Example
E.g., Trial adaptive seating
devices to determine the
most effective
E.g., Introduce toys which
Jocelyn is able to operate
successfully so that she
can experiment and learns
concepts.
E.g., Train childcare staff
in proper positioning in
the adaptive seating
device and proper
placement of toys during
free playtime.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Assistive-Technology-Guidelines-Section-2-For-Infants-and-Toddlers-under-IDEA-Part-C/Individualized-Family-Service-Plan-IFSP-Documentation-of-Assistive-Technology
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IFSP Transition Plan & Questions Around AT
• Where can the AT be repaired?

• Who owns the AT?

• Who will notify the AT center that Birth
to Three-owned AT is no longer
needed?

• Does the child still need the assistive
technology device? Why?
• Where will the child use the AT?

• If the child is eligible for preschool
special education, will the student
need AT to support his or her
individualized education program (IEP)
• What is the status of any warranties or
goals?
insurance coverage for the AT?
• Who will be responsible for the
maintenance and repair of the AT?

• Who will be responsible, if anyone, to
maintain insurance coverage for the
AT?

• If AT is included in the child’s IEP, have
provisions been made for training,
assignment of responsibilities,
subsequent steps in AT use, and followup after transition takes place?
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Present Levels of Academic and Functional Performance
IEP Goals and Objectives

AT in
the IEP

Consideration of Special Factors
Related Services
Accommodations and Modifications
Additional Information
Support for School Personnel
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Using the Name of the AT Device in
the IEP – Recommended Practices
Present Levels

Use the specific name of
any device(s) that is(are)
currently in use.

The Rest of the IEP

Use terms that describe the
type pf AT (e.g.,
communication device) and
features (e.g., dynamic
display speech generating)
of the AT that will be used.
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AT Parent Support Guide for Part C
(0-3) Services Resource
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An Overview of the Parent Support Guide
• It is designed to help
parents/families

• understand assistive
technology,
• the purpose of assistive
technology, and
• the importance of assistive
technology within the context
of Part C (0-3) services.

• Examples of potential
assistive technology across
multiple domains are
provided.

• Key questions for
parents/families are
suggested for three stages
that may be encountered
during Part C services:

• (1) thinking about assistive
technology needs;
• (2) thinking about assistive
technology once the child has
devices/systems written into
his/her IFSP; and
• (3) transitioning from Part C to
Part B services.
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AT Parent Support Guide for
Part C (0-3) Services
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AT Categories & The AT
Continuum

29

Assistive Technology Categories
Assistive technology devices generally fall into one of the following:

• Vision

• Early Reading

• Assistive Listening
• Self-care

• Early Writing
• Early Math
• Computer Access

• Positioning
• Mobility
• Communication

• Play
• Environmental Control

30
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The Assistive Technology Continuum
• Low-tech
• Medium-tech
• Hi-tech
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Low-Tech Assistive Technology
Low-tech AT items are less sophisticated.
Generally, these are free
or very low cost and are made with
everyday items you might find
around your home. They do not require
batteries or electricity to work.
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Medium-Tech Assistive Technology
• Medium-tech devices
are relatively
complicated
mechanical devices
such as modified
bicycles, apps and
tablets, specialized
communication
options, and
switches/switch toys.
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High-Tech Assistive Technology
• High-tech devices incorporate sophisticated
electronics or components. They are typically
dynamic devices or pieces of equipment that
can have high costs associated with them.
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Assistive Technology Support Examples
for Young Children
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AT Adaptive Supports
Feeding and eating aids
Dressing and grooming aids
Bathing and toileting aids
Executive function aids
Sleeping aids
Fine motor development aids
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AT Communication Support Examples
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Cause and Effect Toys/Switches

38

19

6/10/22

AT Sensory Aids
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AT Mobility & Positioning Supports
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Activity: Where’s The Potential
AT Solution?
41

Where’s the AT? #1

Let’s Participate! 2018

42
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Where’s the AT? #2

**Hint: There is more than one pictured – Can you find them all?**
Let’s Participate! 2018
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Where’s the AT? #3

• What can the child do that he couldn’t do
before?
Let’s Participate! 2018
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Where’s the AT? #4

**Hint: There is more than one pictured – Can you find them both?**
Let’s Participate! 2018
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WHERE’S THE AT?
#5

Let’s Participate! 2018

46
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WHERE’S THE AT?
#6

**What could be added that would add support to the cart?**

Let’s Participate! 2018
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WHERE’S THE AT?
#7
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Access to Assistive Technology
in Nebraska

49

AT Services for Children and Students
in Nebraska…

Start with the people working with the children and students directly.
Image credit - https://businessfirstfamily.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/team-building-for-adults-employee-activities.jpg and
https://kennysantos.com/the-right-start-in-network-marketing-for-your-team/
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ATP Education Activities and Services
• Professional Development

Webinars
Regional Webinars
Admin Webinars
AT Industry Partner Webinars
On-site training (DHM
permitting)
• Newsletters
•
•
•
•
•

• Supports

• Loan Supports
• Coaching for teams to help
with any aspect of AT services
• Targeted professional
development
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Nebraska
Assistive
Technology
Partnership
Education
Program(ATP)

atp.nebraska.gov/education
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Click on the links below to explore Assistive Technology News for PRT’s!
ATP Ed News for PRTs – April/May 2022 - In this issue learn more about Stem options for Early Childhood, the Early Choices Inclusion
Initiative, professional development webinars by Beth Poss on early writing and reading tools, delve into research around AT and Early
Intervention/Early Childhood and check out AT options from our education.AT4All.com lending library spotlight!
ATP Ed News for PRTs - February/March 2022 - Check out professional development for early childhood, UDL Support for early
childhood, and technology that can be borrowed for young children from EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM!
ATP Ed News for PRTs - December 2021 - Check out professional development for early childhood, learn some DIY Ideas for making
tech supports, and view an overview of the My First AAC App.
If you are not receiving these, you can sign up through the link below or contact Stacey Hauser at stacey.hauser@Nebraska.gov so you never
have to miss another issue!
https://atp.nebraska.gov/services/atp-education-programs-email-updates-and-newsletters-sign
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ATIA (Assistive Technology Industry Association)
Learning Center
**FREE FREE FREE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT RESOURCE**
Get your free subscription today! This is open to anyone in the State of
Nebraska and a great place to learn more about AT processes and supports
while earning CEU’s if you need these.
To get your free subscription and earn ASHA & IACET CEU’s by completing
webinars and courses, go to:
https://atp.nebraska.gov/atia-learning-center-professional-development
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ATP Education – Free Professional Development &
Live Webinars
Join ATP Education staff for weekly live webinars & lunch and learns around a variety of AT
Topics by presented by industry leaders and program staff.
To view upcoming webinars and to register: https://atp.nebraska.gov/calendar

Looking for a specific AT topic or resources for students you may be working with? Visit our
Youtube Channel Playlists for a variety of recorded webinars on AT topics including Early
Childhood, Switch Access, AAC, Autism and more.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqmAlvSwGIov07XMRaWvmcQ/playlists
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Who can borrow from
EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM ?

IFSP

IEP

This Photo by Unknow n Author is licensed under CC BY
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What is EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM?
• Service provided by the Assistive
Technology Partnership (ATP)
Education Program
• Supports IEP and IFSP Team members
to make decisions about assistive
technology (AT) for students/children
receiving special education services.

57

What is the purpose of
EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM ?
• The purpose of EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM (and the assistive
technology tools/systems housed within) is to
• (a) help IFSP and IEP teams trial potential assistive technology
tools/systems to determine the AT needs of children/students who are
receiving special education services (i.e., those who are being evaluated for
or those who have been found eligible for services under Part B or Part C of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and/or
• (b) for short-term use of the equipment to meet a child’s/student’s needs
during the time period assistive technology that has been written into an
IFSP or IEP is being acquired OR when assistive technology that has been
written into an IFSP or IEP is being repaired/replaced.

58

29

6/10/22

Recommended Practices for using
EDUCATION.AT4ALL.COM
• Consider and identify features of potential AT. These can help
guide your search.
• Reach out to the ATP Education Program for help if you need to
find potential AT with specific features.
• When requesting items for loan, it is a good idea that an
IFSP/IEP member working most directly with the student make
the loan request.
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ATP Programs
HHS

VR

iCC

Reuse

Funding
Coordination

Education

Helps Individuals
Live Independently

Helps Individuals
with AT for
Employment

Serves Individuals
who are Deaf-Blind

Network of
Donated AT

Helps to Connect
to Funding for AT

Supports IFSP/IEP
Teams in Their
Provision of AT
Services

Includes Supports
Home and Vehicle
Modifications

Works with
Transition Age
Youth and Adults

Provides Funding
for
Telecommunication
Related AT

May be Obtained
by Families for Use

Funding Loans for
AT

Provides Training
and Coaching to
IFSP/IEP Teams

60

30

6/10/22

Noteworthy Resources & Research!
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Follow Up
Survey

https://bit.ly/atp_f2f
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Contact Us

atp.education@nebraska.gov
877-713-4002
http://atp.nebraska.gov/education
(webform and live chat)
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Thank You!
65

33

